These two publications, 'Prescribing Lower Limb Prostheses' and 'Prescribing Upper Limb Prostheses' can be regarded as companion volumes although they have been commissioned by different bodies and have been designed and produced by different printers. To quote from the first of the two books -"this book only attempts to be a guide to prescription in relation to the limb systems currently available in the United Kingdom and does not deal with the wider aspects" of rehabilitation of the amputee. A similar statement is made in the second book. Any critique of these volumes must be seen in the light of these disclaimers.
The first volume published by the Disablement Services Authority and concerning lower limb prescribing is comprehensive bearing in mind its limited remit and contained within 55 pages. Many will find the format uncomfortable with numbering of paragraphs to three digits and the use of a heavy bold typeface producing a very compressed text. The International Standards Organisation nomenclature for amputation level is employed but presented without the use of a hyphen. Unfortunately occasionally in the text and especially in the illustration captions the older conventional terms and abbreviations are used e.g. A/K, B/K etc. The volume is profusely illustrated with high quality colour photographs, all relevant to the adjacent text.
The information provided is standard and widely accepted albeit presented in an idiosyncratic way. It is questionable if the summaries of prosthetic 'hardware' enhance the text.
Matching stump and socket volume is essential to satisfactory prosthetic fitting and this aspect might have received more attention in the book with emphasis on the need for speedy delivery of the finished prosthesis and the necessary administrative measures required. A detailed discussion on the control of stump volume would have greatly improved the value of the publication with information on stump casting, bandaging, elastic stump shrinkers, and the various air compression devices.
The glossary provided is welcome and could usefully have been extended. I am satisfied this handbook will be a useful companion for the doctors, prosthetists and therapists in training in England and where similar structures of service operate.
The second of these 'hand books'a notion I shall return to in due courseis curiously, an attempt to follow the pattern and style of the first. It should be recognized that the printers are .as well known as those of the first publication. The publishers, The Amputee Medical Rehabilitation Society, are in effect the past employees of the publishers of the first hand book.
The problems of care for those persons who have or acquire the disablement of the loss of an arm or arms are well expressed. The prostheses, their construction and the available components are comprehensively described as is their application at the different levels of amputation. The book is awkward to read for a number of reasons. The typeface and spacing with its crushed effect when combined with the prolific use of bold letters makes for difficult reading: in one 12 line paragraph 30 words are in bold typeface. The presentation of IS0 terms is confusing; the IS0 terms as published employ hyphenated words such as trans-humeral and while it may be deemed historically allowable to drop the hyphen it is certainly not permitted to use the prefix 'trans' on its own. In some cases different forms of descriptor for the same level are used. Further discomfort is caused by overuse of upper case.
The inclusion of a glossary of terms would solve some of the other problems like jargon such as 'prosupination', and spell out in full the anatomical contractions.
The illustrations comprise black and white photographs, most of poor quality. In conclusion it is a great pity that the laudable objective of producing 'hand books' for ready reference particularly for trainees has been spoiled by flawed production. The concept of hand or pocket books is a good one and it is to be hoped that the publishers will consider republication with, I suggest, different printers and tighter editing.
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